
2017 PNP AGM 

Advocacy report from Mark Coburn 

 

This report will be available for viewing pre-AGM so we don’t 
take up time on the day with me reading it. I’ll be available 

for questions.  

 

At the 2016 AGM the club wanted to have an advocacy voice. 

It should be a real issue to riders that we are not strong in 

making submissions to Council etc on key matters that 

impact us.  

So the club put out a call pre agm, I explained I’m quite 
involved with Cycle Aware Wellington (CAW), offer a 

balanced view (road racer + advocacy + commuter) so 

offered to help where I could.  

I’m not “on” the committee, don’t receive an honorarium 

and I don't attend meetings as the role doesn't require 

attendance but would do if specifically required. 

 

So what’s happened in the past year… 

 

• I attend the CAW monthly meetings.  

• Sent several articles for the PNP Weekly News. Got a 

couple of standard paragraphs that remain each week. 



Then I send new info. Marco makes the call where it’s 
placed.  

• We had the WCC Open Spaces consultation. We put a 

call out for comments from members. Only one member 

replied. I gave this back to Marco as I couldn’t add any 
value as I don’t MTB in enough places. We know the 

Wgtn MTB club was active in making a submission.  

• In April I made a submission on the WCC Cobham Drive 
consultation.  A copy is below.  

• At the time of writing (mid-May) I’ll be making a 
submission on the NZTA Petone-Melling consultation.  

• Went to drop-in centres on various routes (Hutt Road, 

Cobham, etc_.  

 

Future 

All riders should be making personal submissions. Even 

ticking one box to say you support helps. The online 

submission forms are very easy.  

Anyone can get involved. You don’t need to be on a 

committee to do this.  

In terms of PNP submissions, not much feedback coming 

from members so what do you want? If I accept Facebook 

comments they can be a bit “top of mind” without much 
thought. Or do you trust me to proceed speaking on our 

behalf taking my various commuter and advocacy (CAW) 

source advice (generally quite moderate) and incorporating 

PNP "racing / fast " cyclist thoughts. I’m happy to do this. 



 

Also, start thinking about… 

• The future for cycling is really positive with a large pool 

of money and projects going to improving cycling and 

greater Wellington has got a piece of the action. Cycle 

lanes will be part of the equation.  

• Hutt road - work has begun! We don’t expect large 
bunches to use it south bound but if you are coming 

that way in a small group single file or alone make sure 

you use it, it sends the right message.   

• There is a huge amount of advocacy work going on by 

volunteers across the country. That’s 3 steps forward. 
Every time you go thru a red traffic light it’s one step 
back. Think carefully about the messages you send other 

road users. Respect works both ways.  

• If you commute in places like the waterfront and 

Cobham Drive path (soon to be upgraded too!), consider 

turning your light to steady state as the flashing/blinking 

is highly annoying to pedestrians and cyclists coming the 

other way. 

• Commute on the water front? Watch your speed, tone it 

down, keep distance from pedestrians as they don’t like 

the “woosh” either.   

 

Cobham Drive submission 

 



We plan to build new separated walking and biking paths on the 
harbour side of Cobham Drive. These will replace the existing 
shared path and improve access to the area for everyone. 

• Do you support this proposed change? 
Yes 

• Comments: 
Overall very positive. Congratulations to WCC and NZTA for this 
important upgrade to our transport network.  

We want to understand how you use the existing shared walking 
and biking path on the harbour side of Cobham Drive. 

• Have you recently travelled along the existing shared path on 
Cobham Drive? 
Yes 

• If you have travelled along the existing shared path recently, 
did you: 
Bike 

• Comments: 
[Not answered] 

We're proposing to change the off-street parking area on Cobham 
Drive, near the Troy Street roundabout. We plan to provide five 
parking spaces with a P180 limit to improve access for everyone. We 
will also relocate the parking area away from the footpath 

• Have you recently used the existing off-road car park by the 
Troy Street roundabout? 
No 

• Do you support these changes to the off-street parking area 
near the Troy Street roundabout?  
Not sure 

• Comments: 
[Not answered] 



We're proposing to change the on-street car parking along the 
seawall area at the Miramar end of Cobham Drive, near the Calabar 
Road roundabout. We plan to reduce the number of parks by 10, 
leaving 19 spaces with a P180 limit, to improve access for everyo 

• Have you recently used the on-street car parking along the 
seawall area at the Miramar end of Cobham Drive, near the 
Calabar Road roundabout? 
No 

• Do you support the proposed changes to the on-street parking 
at the Miramar end of Cobham Drive, near the Calabar Road 
roundabout? 
Not sure 

• Comments: 
[Not answered] 

We’re proposing to use landscaping to enhance the paths, wind 
sculptures and wild surroundings, and turn this area into a 
showpiece for Wellington. 

• Do you support this overall urban design approach? 
Not sure 

• Comments: 
Need to keep all plants well back. Cyclists are currently squeezed at 
certain points (large flax). Instead of planting near the path and on-
going maintenance costs, plant further back.  
Not sure if the curved path at Troy St roundabout actually helps us. 
One natural curve might be more consistent.  
 

We’re considering adding a slow-speed biking connection for 
recreational riders through the Evans Bay Marina, so people can stay 
close to the sea. This would be a slow-speed zone shared with 
pedestrians and cars.   

• Do you think it is important to provide a recreational biking 
connection through the Evans Bay Marina, in addition to the 



existing route via the shared path or road along Evans Bay 
Parade? 
Not sure 

• Comments: 
[Not answered] 

• Overall, do you support the proposed changes on Cobham 
Drive? 
Yes 

• Do you have any general comments? 
Path width is a concern. 3m bi-directional is simply too narrow for 
the current path use, let alone expected increase. Think cargo 
bikes, trailers, and the pleasure of riding side by side. Do it once, 
do it right. Small single-file cycling bunches need to travel in both 
directions on the new path. Our junior coach takes school aged 
small groups single-file in both directions.  
 
Other users 
The plan moves pedestrians to the far north side and they get a 
new concrete surface. Pedestrian path needs to be designed and 
wide enough so runners stay off the cycle lane. During winter, 
runners won’t like bike blinking lights in their eyes so hopefully 
they will be encouraged to stay on upper pedestrian path. Cyclists 
will also realise how bright their lights are and angle down or turn 
to steady state (instead of hash blinking) when on the path, and 
might do so on waterfront.  
 
 
Crossing on Cobham Drive 
We note “This proposal does not include a crossing on Cobham 
Drive, but we are working together with the New Zealand 
Transport Agency on possible solutions for the longer term”.  
 
 
Cyclists will continue to use road/shoulder 
Vital to retain an on-road option as a low-speed shared path 



doesn't work for higher-speed riders, e.g sports riders, fit people, 
e-bikers.  
Our east bound bunch rides are two abreast and will remain on the 
road, no one wants them on the path at 30+kph, will need 
communications to public to explain target market of the path to 
reduce potential car horn beeping / abuse etc at us for not using 
the path.  
 
Cyclists generally dislike “vibra line” and reflectors on the road. 
These could be used on white paint ONLY if we have 2 abreast 
shoulder space. We also have the issue of cars cutting the shoulder 
at the roundabouts, gets dangerous. Shuttle taxis with trailers are 
bad for this. Surprising how many times this has happened even 
when a car just past us (they “forget” we there).  
 
Any thoughts on slip lanes at roundabouts? 
 
 

• You can upload a document to support your comments: 
[Not answered] 

• Would you like to make an oral presentation to the Council 
committee in support of your submission? 
No 

Your details 

• Your name 
Mark Coburn 

• Are you making your submission: 
on behalf of an organisation? 

• Name of organisation: 
PNP Cycling Club - affiliated to Cycling New Zealand and Mountain 
Bike NZ. 


